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The faculty of Social Science

Syllabus

Education Department 2016-2017

Course name: Beyond school: learning in in-formal environments
Course number:

Lecturer: Dana Vedder-Weiss

Course Hours: Wednesday 12-14

Reception Hours: Wednesday 14-15

General description and Goals:

Learning takes place in different contexts and environments across the life span. In
this course, we will learn about, examine and experience intentional and non-
intentional learning in various in/non formal environments, such as: museums, nature,
z0o, home and the workplace. The course will focus on relevant learning theories,
derivative pedagogical approaches (such as outdoor learning, place-based learning,
learning-on-the-job and unschooling), research approaches and a critical discussion of
the affordances and constrains of learning in such environments and the implications
for design and instruction. The course will include reading and discussion of papers,
development and facilitation of a learning activity in an in-formal environment, field-
trips, reflective observation of the course learning processes and a final paper.

Course Chapters:

Learning theories and concepts, such as: Experience (Dewey), constructivism,
situated learning, apprenticeship and communities of practice.
Out-door, field-trip learning

Learning in museums, zoos and science centers

Family learning

Learning in playground

Hobby learning

Learning on-the-job (including teachers professional learning)
Place-based learning

Un-schooling

Course requirements:

Attendance: Required

Active participation and assignments (reading and reacting, critical analysis of field
trips, reflection and more):  30%

Group assignment — field trip and development of learning activity in an in-formal
environment: 30%

Final Paper: 40%




Total 100%

Bibliography (A tentative list)

Anderson, J. R., Reder, L. M., & Simon, H. A. (1996). Situated learning and
education. Educational researcher, 25(4), 5-11.

Bamberger, Y., and Tal., T. (2007). Learning in a personal context: Levels of choice
in a free choice learning environment in science and natural history museums.
Science Education, 91(1), 75-95.

Barron, B. (2006). Interest and self-sustained learning as catalysts of development: A
learning ecology perspective. Human development, 49(4), 193-224.

Bricker, L. A., & Bell, P. (2014). "What comes to mind when you think of science?
The perfumery!”: Documenting science-related cultural learning pathways
across contexts and timescales. Journal of Research in Science
Teaching, 51(3), 260-285.

Crowley, K., & Jacobs, M. (2002). Building islands of expertise in everyday family
activity. Learning conversations in museums, 333-356.

Falk, J., & Dierking, L. (2000). Learning from museums: Visitor experiences and the
making of meaning. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira.

Feder, M. A., Shouse, A. W., Lewenstein, B., & Bell, P. (Eds.). (2009).Learning
Science in Informal Environments:People, Places, and Pursuits. National
Academies.

Flavio S. Azevedo (2011): Lines of Practice: A Practice-Centered Theory of Interest
Relationships, Cognition and Instruction, 29:2, 147-184

Goodwin, M. H. (2007). Occasioned knowledge exploration in family interaction.
Discourse & Society, 18(1), 93-110.

Hay, K. E., & Barab, S. A. (2001). Constructivism in practice: A comparison and
contrast of apprenticeship and constructionist learning environments. The
Journal of the Learning Sciences, 10(3), 281-322.

Horn, 1. S. (2005). Learning on the job: A situated account of teacher learning in high
school mathematics departments. Cognition and Instruction, 23(2), 207-236.

Putnam, R. T., & Borko, H. (2000). What do new views of knowledge and thinking
have to say about research on teacher learning?. Educational researcher, 4-15.

Smith, G. A. (2002). Place-based education. Phi Delta Kappan, 83(8), 584.

Zimmerman, H. T., & McClain, L. R. (2015). Family learning outdoors: Guided
participation on a nature walk. Journal of Research in Science Teaching.

151-160 : 19 ,N2OWNN TN DVDIDLPIIVONP NPNY YR .(2000) 3.1, 0PI )T, 0PM2

33-42 :9 NDWYNN TN Y NXINMI I90N-N12 NTNY .(1997) .20,
NI NN, NTHNN DTN (1989) .73 00N
DOV NMIAD , 721NN HPVN MYIVN NPNNTON — YAVN TIT .(2010) .) D0

98-115 : 19 NDWNN TIVN .MIANMN SY NPPVPIOM NYIIN MAIN .(2000) 13,209
P72YN NVIOIDNINA IRIN, TN DI (1959) /) NPT

.DUN NP DIN M) TVDNDN HY DMVYNIN DAY ININHDN 959 DNPN NPPNNI Wap?
00NN TONNA INDN JPNN YDIIN NN NNWY PN
.DTYINY DMINAN N HY WRIND WTIND NN DY



